I/O                       THE GOSPEL OF BUDDHA.

When the Blessed One saw them he said: " I see?
O mendicants, that you have brought this brother here
against his will. What has he done? "                      8

"Lord, this brother, having taken the vows of so
sanctifying a faith, has abandoned the endeavor to
accomplish the aim of a member of the order, and has
come back to us."                                                     4

Then the Teacher said to him: "Is it true that
you have given up trying? "                                      6

"It is true, O Blessed One! " was the reply.         6

The Master said : "This present life of yours is a
time of grace. If you now fail to reach the happy
state you will have to suffer remorse in future exis-
tences. How is it, brother, that you have proved
yourself so irresolute ! Why, in former states of exis-
tence you were full of determination. By your energy
alone the men and bullocks of five hundred waggons
obtained water in the sandy desert, and were saved.
How is it that you give up trying now ? "                   7

By these few words that brother was re-established
in his resolution! But the others besought the Blessed
One, saying: "Lord ! Tell us how this was."           8

"Listen, then, O mendicants!5' said the Blessed
One; and having thus excited their attention, he made
manifest a thing concealed by the change of birth. 9

Once upon a time, when Brahmadatta was reign-
ing in Kashi, Bodhisattva was born in a merchant's
family; and when he grew up, he went about traffick-
ing with five hundred carts.                                      10

One day he arrived at a sandy desert many leagues
across. The sand in that desert was so fine that when
taken in the closed fist it could not be kept in the
hand. After the sun had risen it became as hot as a
mass of burning charcoal, so that no man could walk